

Reading and Interpreting Your Lab Results

Your lab report may look confusing at first, but this guide will help you understand how to read the lead test results. 

STEP 1: Find the Result Column
Locate the column labeled ‘Result’ in your lab report. This number shows how much lead was detected in the sample.

You may see symbols before the number, including:
· < (less than)
· ND (non-detect)
These symbols indicate the amount of lead detected was below the laboratory detection limit. This is a good sign because it means that there was not enough lead in the sample to be detected above the lab’s detection limits.

STEP 2: Check the Units
Look for the ‘Units’ listed in your lab report. 

· mg/L – milligrams per liter
· µg/L – micrograms per liter
Use the column in the table below that matches the units shown in your lab report. 


STEP 3: Lead Result Interpretation
The table below shows how lead results are grouped into bins depending on the reported units.

	Bin Placement
	If Units are mg/L
	If units are µg/L

	Bin 1
	Above 0.015
	Above 15

	Bin 2
	Between 0.005 – 0.015
	Between 5-15

	Bin 3
	Below 0.005 (including ND)
	Below 5 (including ND)



Action levels based on sample results:
Bin 1 – Immediately discontinue use of the affected fixture. 
Bin 2 – Evaluate the conditions at affected fixtures and determine appropriate remedial action. Interim flushing plan must be developed if fixture is to remain in service.
Bin 3 – No remedial action is required, conduct routine sampling. 
